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THE CANADA FOUNDATION FOR INNOVATION 

Created by the Government of Canada in 1997, the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation (CFI) has a legislated mandate to build 
our nation’s capacity to undertake world-class research and 
technology development that  
benefits Canadians.  
 
The CFI fulfills this mandate by investing in the research 
infrastructure necessary for Canada’s leading researchers to 
discover, develop and apply new knowledge in all areas of science, 
the humanities, health, engineering and the environment. 
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The existence of the CFI is based on 
the premise that … 
 
You can’t do world-class research 
without access to state-of-the-art 
research tools, equipment and 
facilities. 
 
Research infrastructure is the 
cornerstone of research  
and innovation. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH           
INFRASTRUCTURE 



Our mandate is to: 
 
Enhance the capacity of ultimate 
recipients to: 
a) attract and retain the world’s top 

research talent; 
b) enable researchers to undertake 

world-class research and 
technology development that lead 
to social, economic and 
environmental benefits for 
Canada; 

c)  train the next generation of 
researchers; and 

d) support private sector innovation 
and commercialization. 
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 THE CFI MANDATE and MODEL 

Our model  

a)  provides 40% of infrastructure 
costs (with remainder provided 
by provinces, institutions and 
private sector); 

b)  supports all areas of research; 

c)  awards based on merit and 
excellence; 

d)  CFI promotes the development 
of shared research facilities 
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