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1. Quality

- assessment by funding organisation -> meet acceptable quality standards

For a database:

- data should easily and consistently retrievable

- appropriate metadata to enable the data to be analysed, compared and re-
used

- use harmonised standards with other equivalent centres

2. Access

- clear and public rules and procedures

- access based on an assessment of the quality when limited resource

- significant time must be available for outside users

3. Management

- single entry point for the RI

- support arrangements for Science Users

- procedures for the management of data

- funding approved for a period sufficient to deliver the type of access typical for 
that class of facility. For new projects, initial funding for construction and a 
clear timetable for the opening of research services

Visibility given through a mapping of
RIs of « more than national relevance »

Criteria:
~1500 
estimated today
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Organisation

Contact Person

Research Services Equipments

Status, Type, 
Nb of users,…

Scientific domain, 
RI Category

Scientific community: 
Browse and search for RIs

Location
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Geomap

Statistics report

Policy makers: 
Analyse the RI landscape 
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MERIL TEAM: meril@esf.org
MERIL Project Manager: Paul Beckers, pbeckers@esf.org
MERIL IS/QA Officers: Valérie Brasse, vbrasse@esf.org

Frédéric Guillon, fguillon@esf.org

For more information:
Beta-version of the MERIL portal: 

the current content is undergoing a final check by the 
national data-intermediaries and MERIL Steering 
Committee, prior to final release by the end of 
December 2012
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MERIL as a connected e-infrastructure:

•MERIL = Hub in a distributed information system, starting with the RI websites

•Potential other nodes = EuroRIs-Net+, PAERIP, REIsearch, REDIC, public-private 

clusters inventories...

RI Knowledge Repository

RI NCPs

RI WebSites

RI directory

EuroRIs-net+: European Network of National Contact Points for RIs

PAERIP: Promoting African – European Research Infrastructure Partnerships

REIsearch: Research Excellence Innovation Network

REDIC: Research Equipment Database in CERIF

RI Inventory

Researchers

Gateway to Life Science 
Capacities in Europe

Annex: 
MERIL & EuroRIs-Net+ future connexion?


