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Conclusions (I)Conclusions (I)

  The participation of New Member States in RI  projects under 
FP6 has had a positive impact on Research Infrastructures in 
Europe and, as a result, the European Research Area has been European Research Area has been 

strengthenedstrengthened 

 Where there is expertise, NMS are actively involved in all the 
relevant research domains and more focused in projects that 
address the design and construction of new RIs.

 It’s a major European work to identify the main criteria on the 
basis of which existing and future regional RIs could be 
evaluated and recognized in terms of pan-European interest.



Conclusions (II)Conclusions (II)

  In the context of the term “pan-European interestpan-European interest” we should 
keep into account the key words: unique laboratories or unique laboratories or 
services, management, quality, open access, impactsservices, management, quality, open access, impacts.

 There are three major and classical criteria 

EE, Excellence, 

MM, Management and implementation, and 

II, Impacts, 

which are used at international level. These criteria can also be 
used either for identification of new projects or for the monitoring 
of existing facilities. There seems to be no difference for the 
evaluation of Regional Partner Facilities or of large Research 
Infrastructures. 



Conclusions (III)Conclusions (III)

 The financing of large RIs  poses for a single country an 
enormous financial challenge: initial construction costs, finances 
for the operation of the infrastructure and finances for the 
decommissioning 

• thus the necessity for international cooperationthe necessity for international cooperation, not 
only from financial perspectives but also according to the 
necessary personnel 

 Secure the financial resources, and solutions should be found 
for the different legal aspects (legal frame, taxation, access, IPRlegal frame, taxation, access, IPR)

 Research infrastructures originate as ideas from the Research 
community. To deliver a bottom up science vision requires a 
gradual transition to top down financial planning as the scale of 
the investment grows from 10ks of Euros to 100Ms of Euros



Conclusions (IV)Conclusions (IV)
  Research Infrastructures, as a prerequisite for Innovation & 
Excellence, play a special role in Regional Socio-Economic Regional Socio-Economic 
development development 

 There is a need for capacity building throughout Europeneed for capacity building throughout Europe

 The involvement of the EU’s outermost countries as hosts or 
nodes of the new pan-European infrastructures could be done in 
such a way as to leverage their Socio-Economic impact by

• alleviating unemployment and brain-drain,

• promoting European and global cohesion, and

• ensuring security by sharing commitment and resources in 
order to reach common goals; 

 There is a need to develop an integrated framework for the 
identification of RI investment opportunities and methods for the 
Socio-Economic impact assessment of new RIs



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION
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